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REPORT ON TVERSKOY'S
BOOK 'ATMOSPHERIC ELECTRICITY'

In this deteiled sztatement of busic prezent-dey knowledge on electrical phen-
omena in the atmosphere, speclal attention hes been given to prohlems of greatest
practical importance such as the conductivity and icnizaticn state of vthe atmosphere
and thunderstorm electricity. All phencmena zrz considered mainly from the physical
standpoint with a minimum of mathematical theo-y.

Some light is thrown upon problems involved in the methodelzsgy cf cbaervations
in a general fashion without entering in%o s deccription of *he instruments and
methods individually.

The book is the first to make liveral use of the re ol studies conducted
in the USSR and is intended mainly for scientific worker i fiald of geophyslcs.
However, it may alsc gerve ag & textbock for agpirants and students in the upper-
division courses of universitiez. It may alsc be of interest to sclentiflc workers
and engineers who must deal with electrical phenomene occurring in the atmosphere.
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Notes on Chapter II.
In the sectlon on redic forecasts the author stresses the importance of fore-
casting the condition of the lonosphere for radio communication. This very complex
problem is far from solved, but fairly reliable predictions have been obtained as a
result of the work conducted up to the present time. Theoretically and experimen-
tally established laws governing the behavior of various regions of the ionosphere
and their dependence upon the geographical Jocation of the given point, and upon
solar. activity, have made it possible to develop a methed for short-range forecasts
of normal ionospheric conditions. In a number of cases, however, especially for
the polar regions, furecastz of the advent of & disturbed ilonospheric state, the
appearance of the sporadic layer Eq, the ewergence of an ionoapheric storm, etc.
are of particular lmportance. Despite a pumber cf works in this field, Little
progress has been made ip working out a msthod for forecasté of this type.
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